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It was the first day of school. Steven and Kaci 
were in Mrs. Allison’s class last year. They were 

happy to be back. They knew all the rules and were glad to 
see their friends again.

Gina was a new student in Mrs. Allison’s class. She didn’t 
know anyone, and she was scared. She was trying to get 
Steven and Kaci to notice her. She wanted them to be  
her friends.

She felt like a fish in a bowl. What if she made a mistake?  
She was afraid to answer any questions. What if she didn’t 
know the right answers?

CHAPTER 1
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Mrs. Allison asked everyone in the class to 
come to group time. Gina was nervous, but she 

tried not to show it. All the students sat in chairs around a 
big table. Gina wondered what would happen next.

Mrs. Allison said, “The first thing we are going to do today 
is called a pep rally. Since Steven was in this class last 
year, he is going to help me.”

Steven knew just what to 
do. He got up and went  
to stand in front of six  
giant posters. Mrs. Allison 
gave Steven a long  
pointed stick.

She said, “Steven will  
lead our pep rally today. 
First, he will read each 
poster, and then, we will all 
read it out loud together.”

Steven read the first 
poster. He said, “I like 
myself, and I’m great!”

CHAPTER 2

Try Your Best
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Mrs. Allison said, “Now, everyone say the same thing all 
together.”

All the students repeated the 
sentence. “I like myself, and 
I’m great,” they mumbled.

“Oh, no!” said Mrs. Allison, 
“I need you to say it very 
loud! Yell it out, and bang 
your hands on the table like 
drums in a real pep rally.”

Gina was surprised! Her 
new teacher wanted her  
to yell in class! Could this 
get any better?

All the students yelled and 
banged their hands on the table, “I like myself, and I’m great!” 

It was so loud! Gina thought the roof was going to pop off.

The students listened to Steven. He read each poster, and 
everyone yelled them back at him.




